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Bible Shortage Rank: 51
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twenty five and fifty thousand

An Overview of Bible access in Kuwait

In Kuwait, the Christian population numbers almost 15% of its 4.3 million
inhabitants, which is an estimate of over 600,000 believers. While a little
over 80% of these Christians are believed to have access to a Bible,
access remains highly restricted. Most believers in Kuwait are migrant
workers or expatriates, and while many of them are permitted to own a
personal Bible, this access does not extend to the broader population,
especially Muslim seekers.

Although Bibles are available in select church bookshops and some
Christian congregations are allowed to import Scripture for internal use,
Bible access is tightly controlled under a legal environment shaped by
Sharia law. Printing is not allowed. Distribution is prohibited. Even storage
of Bibles is limited strictly to church grounds and for church members.
For the Muslim majority, accessing a Bible remains legally and socially
off-limits due to apostasy laws and broader societal restrictions.

This layered system of restriction creates an environment where seekers
cannot freely explore the Christian faith, and where ownership of a Bible
outside of church-approved channels is a legal risk. While the internet
holds potential as a means of access, it is not a safe guarantee.
Government monitoring raises concerns about surveillance and digital
tracking. These conditions highlight that although Kuwait may appear
open from the outside, significant barriers remain for those who truly
hunger for God’s Word.

Before we continue, would you take a pause to pray for Kuwait?

How can | pray for Kuwait?

¢ Pray for spiritual hunger and boldness among seekers who desire to know
the truth of God’'s Word despite the risks they face.

» Pray for safe and creative strategies to make Scripture accessible in formats
and languages that reach those hungry for truth.

¢ Pray for legal and cultural shifts that would allow for greater freedom of
religion and access to Christian materials across Kuwait.

After praying for Kuwait, continue reading on the next page to learn more.
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WHAT'S BLOCKING
BIBLE ACCESS IN KUWAIT?

Despite Kuwait’'s outward image of tolerance and the presence of officially recognized churches,
access to Bibles is significantly restricted, especially for Muslim Background believers or MBBs.

While most expatriate Christians can own a Bible for personal use and attend worship services in

designated compounds, strict limitations are imposed on every other aspect of Scripture access.
These barriers are rooted in both legal frameworks and deeply entrenched societal norms.

Legal and Institutional Restrictions

The government does not allow Bibles to be printed in Kuwait, and their distribution outside of church
compounds is forbidden. Even within church settings, materials must not be seen as proselytizing,

and signage or symbols visible from outside are prohibited. While churches can import Bibles for internal
use, this is only permitted if the content does not insult Islam. Any attempt to publicly share Scripture—
whether through conversations, written materials, or digital content—can lead to deportation for
expatriates and serious legal consequences for citizens. MBBs face significant legal vulnerabilities,
including loss of child custody, difficulty in marriage registration, and denial of official recognition for
their faith.

Social Pressures and Family Control

For Kuwaiti nationals, owning a Bible or expressing Christian faith (even privately) can provoke severe
reactions from family members and local communities. MBBs are often pressured to recant, face
ostracism, and may be placed under house arrest or even forced to flee the country for safety.

In such a context, the mere possession of a Bible, digital or printed, can be treated as proof of apostasy,
risking consequences under both Islamic customs and personal status laws.

Monitoring and Self-Censorship

The government closely monitors religious activity through its security services, and society plays an
active role in reporting suspicious behavior. Christians, especially MBBs and those in mixed communities,
often self-censor to avoid surveillance or community backlash. Public expression of faith, even online,

is considered risky and has led to interrogations and deportations.

Overcrowded Churches and Limited Space

Recognized churches in Kuwait often operate from compounds that are too small to accommodate the
large number of expatriate Christians. Requests to expand church facilities or acquire new property are
frequently ignored by authorities. As a result, many congregations are forced to meet in private homes

or unofficial venues, which further limits access to teaching and printed Scripture for worshippers.
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Digital Access Under Watch

While Kuwait has high internet penetration, the environment for digital Bible use is entirely safe. Yes,
Bible access is possible but must be done in high discretion. Online activity is monitored under
cybercrime laws, which criminalize content perceived as critical of Islam or religious proselytization.
This leaves Christians, especially MBBs, vulnerable to surveillance when accessing Scripture or
participating in digital discipleship resources.
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In Kuwait, several forces of persecution converge to limit Bible access, most notably Islamic oppression,
clan oppression, and dictatorial paranoia. These pressures are reinforced by a mix of government
officials, Islamic leaders, local citizens, and family networks—each contributing uniquely to the complex
environment that restricts religious freedom.

The World Watch List of Open Doors sheds light on the broader context of persecution of Christians. But
now we have to ask the question: How does this affect Bible access? Furthermore, where can we
pinpoint the problem so we can address the need and demand for Bibles in Kuwait?

A CLOSERLOOKAT
PERSECUTION ENGINES

A persecution engine is simply this: the source of persecution in the country. A persecution driver
(or actor) is the one “driving” the persecution. Taking a closer look at these engines and drivers, in proper
context, will give us insight on how we can solve the problems of Bible access in the country.
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ISLAMIC
OPPRESSION

Legal Barriers and Societal Hostility

* In Kuwait, Islamic oppression is the strongest engine restricting access to the Bible.
Though not codified as a criminal offense, converting from Islam to Christianity is
functionally forbidden. The constitution enshrines Islam as the state religion,

and Sharia law forms a core pillar of the legal system. While churches may operate
within limited boundaries, proselytism is outlawed, Christian education is banned in
state schools, and Bibles may only be sold or shared within registered compounds.

This legal framework, however, is not the whole story. On a societal level, radical
Islamic sentiment runs deep. In past years, a Kuwaiti Member of Parliament even
called for the removal of all churches in the country—a sentiment that continues to
echo in conservative circles. MBBs are viewed not only as apostates but as a threat to
social order. Some have been interrogated by authorities, told to cease gathering with
other believers, and warned that they could lose their jobs or be expelled.

In 2023, expatriate Christian workers were deported without trial after being accused
of distributing Christian materials, highlighting how dangerous it is to be associated
with Scripture outside of designated settings.

Even technological access to the Bible is risky. Though 99% of the population is online,
cybercrime laws and digital surveillance make it dangerous for seekers or believers to
download Christian apps or engage with Scripture-related content. In this
atmosphere, faith must be hidden, and Bibles kept out of sight.

Conversion as Cultural Treason

CLAN
OPPRESSION

In Kuwait’s tribal culture, converting from Islam to Christianity is not just seen as
religious error—it’'s viewed as a betrayal of family and ancestry. Clan oppression cuts
to the heart of Kuwaiti identity. To embrace another faith is to reject your forefathers,
bringing shame not only on yourself but on your entire household. For MBBs, this can
mean ostracization, verbal abuse, threats of violence, or worse.

This was the case for a Kuwaiti woman who, in 2023, was forced to flee the country
after sharing her faith with relatives. Her openness was met with such intense
backlash that she feared for her life. She’s not alone. Other MBBs, both Kuwaiti and
expatriate, often face the same pressure, especially those from countries like Pakistan,
Syria, or the Palestinian territories, where conservative Islamic norms remain tightly
enforced even within expatriate communities. Some who are discovered lose their
employment, which in Kuwait's sponsorship system can mean immediate
deportation.

Even storing a Bible at home can be dangerous. For many, Scripture must be hidden
or accessed digitally in secret. Baptisms are conducted quietly, if at all. A public
display of faith, let alone Christian literature, can rupture family ties irreparably. In this
context, owning a Bible is an act of quiet defiance with costly consequences.
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DICTATORIAL Worship Under Watch

PARANOIA
Though less overt than other forces, Kuwait's authoritarian governance quietly
reinforces many of the restrictions Christians face. Freedom of religion exists in name,
but not in full. Criticism of Islam or the ruling family is punishable under law, and any
perceived religious activity that threatens national unity, or offends Islamic values, is
swiftly silenced.

This censorship extends to churches and Christian organizations. Requests to build or
expand church compounds are often delayed indefinitely. In many cases,
congregations are left overcrowded, unable to legally accommodate growing
numbers of worshipers. When Christian workers speak too openly about their faith,
even onling, they risk government retaliation. In one example, back in March 2023, one
citizen received a three-year prison sentence for social media posts deemed
offensive, underscoring how tightly expression is controlled.

Churches in Kuwait, while officially recognized, are cautious. Most avoid mentioning
MBBs or outreach efforts publicly, aware that this could be interpreted as proselytism.
Meanwhile, Christian materials, even Bibles, are only allowed if imported in small
quantities for internal use and under strict content guidelines. Any public distribution
is not just discouraged; it is criminalized.

THE URGENT NEED
FOR BIBLES IN KUWAIT

Against the backdrop of persecution, conservative societal norms, and limited religious freedom, Bible
access in Kuwait remains a silent crisis. While most Christian expatriates are allowed to own a Bible, and
estimates showing over 80% may have a Bible, the reality of access can still prove to be uneven.

The gap of access still equates to tens of thousands of believers. And an estimate of at least 50,000
Bibles can help bridge the gap and make a huge difference to help grow the church in Kuwait.

A Growing Church, A Growing Demand

Despite these challenges, the church in Kuwait is quietly growing. Over the last five years, there has been
significant growth, driven largely by the steady influx of Christian migrant workers from across Asia and
Africa.

This expanding body of believers is fueling an urgent need for more Scripture—not just for individual
discipleship, but to sustain the faith community as it multiplies. With such growth taking place largely
underground or within the confines of tightly monitored church compounds, access to Bibles is more
vital than ever.
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Bible Formats for Unique Needs

When it comes to effective format, printed Bibles remain the most needed and valued resource,
especially in church settings where digital access is often monitored or viewed with suspicion.

Audio Bibles also offer great potential, particularly for believers who cannot safely read Scripture in their
homes or prefer discreet, non-visual formats.

The Translation Gap

No Translation (2)

Linguistically, the need is also great. Christians in Kuwait speak at least 24 different
languages. Yet of these languages:

Portions of Scripture (5)

New Testament (1)

Only 16 have a full translation of the Bible.

1has only the New Testament translated.

5 have just portions of Scripture translated.

2 more languages still have no Bible translation at all

Full Bible (16)

This leaves entire communities of believers without access to God’'s Word in a
language they can understand. But the good news is: there’s just two more left.

Spoken Languages with
Believers in Kuwait

THE CLARION CALL

This is an urgent call to the global Church. Kuwait may be small in size, but the spiritual hunger among
its believers is deep and growing. Every Bible placed in the hands of a believer in Kuwait is more than a
resource. It is a lifeline of truth, a source of courage, and a catalyst for revival.

We must act with urgency and creativity, pursuing bold partnerships, expanding translation projects,

and exploring secure channels to ensure that the Word of God can reach every soul who longs for it in
Kuwait.
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The Bible Access List (BAL) and the Country Profile utilizes data from various primary and secondary sources.
Key resources include the survey data, World Christian Database, Open Doors' World Watch List files, . bl . _ o fl 6
World Bank development indicators, and Bible translation data from multiple organizations. For a complete Bl e Access LlSt KUWG |t COU ntry Pro e |

list of data sources and links, please refer to the BAL Methodology available at Bibleaccesslist.org.



