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Bible shortage has been confirmed

Ecuador is home to over 18 million people, with an estimated 95%
identifying as Christian—a deeply religious nation where faith plays a
central role in many communities. However, despite this strong Christian
presence, only about a quarter of believers have access to a Bible due to
some access restrictions. This reveals a significant gap between faith
and Scripture availability, leaving millions of Ecuadorians without the light
of God’s Word.

Unlike countries where Bible access is restricted by law, Ecuador does not
impose legal barriers on owning, distributing, or printing Bibles.
The Constitution guarantees religious freedom and explicitly prohibits
discrimination based on faith. Importing Bibles in large quantities is
allowed, provided that proper documentation is followed per Ecuador’s
National Customs Service (SENAE) regulations. Storage and distribution of
Bibles are also permitted, though large-scale efforts must comply with
general trade and customs laws.

Yet, despite these freedoms, barriers persist. While Bibles can be freely
owned, economic hardships become a factor when it comes to access.
Ecuador continues to grapple with poverty, with a significant portion of
the population prioritizing basic survival needs over access to spiritual
resources like the Bible. This financial constraint is particularly
pronounced in rural and indigenous communities, where education and
literacy challenges further hinder engagement with Scripture.

Additionally, technological limitations create another access gap.
While there are no government-imposed restrictions on digital Bible
access, almost 30% of Ecuadorians lack the resources or internet
connectivity to use online Bible platforms. This leaves many without
access to digital Scripture, particularly in remote areas where printed
Bibles are also scarce.

Before we continue, would you take a pause to pray for Ecuador?

An Overview of Bible access in Ecuador

Some Other Factors

17,464,000, 95.03% of
total population

Main religion: Christianity

Christian population:
Country population: 18,377,000

How can I pray for Ecuador?
Provision for Bibles. Pray that every believer who desires a Bible in Ecuador
will have access to one, whether through printed, digital, or audio formats.
Spiritual Growth. Ask God to strengthen and grow the Ecuadorian church,
especially in rural and indigenous communities where access to Scripture is
limited.
Overcoming Barriers. Pray for solutions to the economic and technological
challenges that prevent people from engaging with God's Word, and for
ministries working to meet this urgent need.

After praying for Ecuador, continue reading on the next page to learn more. 
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WHAT’S BLOCKING
BIBLE ACCESS IN ECUADOR?

Despite Ecuador’s constitutional protections for religious freedom, several practical barriers hinder Bible
access for many Ecuadorians. While there are no legal restrictions on owning or distributing Bibles,
security challenges, economic hardships, and cultural complexities limit their availability, particularly for
marginalized and rural communities.

Violence and Security Challenges

Ecuador has faced a sharp rise in violence, with gang activity, organized crime, and unrest creating
instability in many regions. In early 2024, the government declared a state of emergency,
deploying military forces to control escalating violence, particularly in provinces like Esmeraldas.
These conditions severely limit Bible distribution efforts, as churches and ministries struggle to safely
transport and distribute religious materials in high-risk areas.

In communities affected by violence, pastors and church leaders face danger, making public religious
gatherings and outreach more difficult. The fear of crime has isolated many believers, preventing them
from gathering for worship or accessing Bibles in person. In regions where Bible shipments arrive,
logistical challenges due to security threats delay or prevent access to Scripture.

Poverty and Practical Barriers

For many Ecuadorians, owning a Bible is simply not financially feasible. While the national poverty rate
sits around 26%, in rural areas, that number jumps to 40%, meaning most families prioritize basic
necessities over purchasing religious materials. Young people, who make up a large portion of Ecuador’s
population, are particularly affected, with nearly six million under the age of seventeen growing up in
environments where Bibles are unavailable or inaccessible.

The economic hardship in urban and coastal areas is particularly severe, with drug use, child
exploitation, and gang activity dominating some communities. In these settings, faith-based resources
often take a backseat to immediate survival needs. For children growing up in high-risk environments,
access to God’s Word could be transformational—yet it remains out of reach due to economic struggles.
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Indigenous Communities and Cultural Barriers

While Ecuador’s indigenous communities have experienced significant growth in Christianity,
religious tensions persist in certain areas. Some indigenous governance structures resist external
religious influence, sometimes restricting evangelical outreach or Bible distribution efforts.

Many indigenous Ecuadorians also speak Quechua or other native languages, but Bible translations in
these languages remain incomplete. While some progress has been made, many believers still lack
access to Scripture in their heart language.
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Importation and Distribution Challenges

Although Ecuador has no explicit restrictions on importing Bibles, bureaucratic processes and
regulations can slow distribution. Unlike some countries that provide exemptions for religious materials,
Ecuador treats Bible shipments like commercial imports, meaning churches and ministries must
navigate customs fees, taxes, and documentation requirements.

While Bibles can be stored and distributed legally, large-scale efforts must comply with logistical and
legal frameworks that can make distribution complex.

Ecuador’s faces one of the most significant gaps in Bible access in the region. While 95% of the country
identifies as Christian, the vast majority, do not own or regularly engage with Scripture.
 
Research estimates that less than a quarter of Christians have access to a Bible, leaving millions without
the Word of God. To bridge this gap, a significant number of Bibles are needed for believers,
including copies for seekers, those exploring the faith for the first time.

Despite the large Christian population, Scripture engagement remains alarmingly low. In a nation where
faith is deeply embedded in the culture, the lack of Bibles means that millions are left without the ability
to deepen their understanding of God’s Word. The urgent need to provide more Bibles is crucial for
discipleship, evangelism, and strengthening the spiritual foundation of Ecuador’s believers.

THE URGENT NEED
FOR BIBLES IN ECUADOR

Given the realities of poverty, literacy levels, and infrastructure challenges, printed Bibles remain the
highest priority, particularly for those in rural and impoverished areas where digital access is limited.
Additionally, audio Bibles are crucial for indigenous communities and for those with limited literacy,
ensuring that even those who cannot read can still hear and engage with the Gospel.

Bible Formats for Diverse Needs

Christians speak at least 27 languages spoken across Ecuador. Bible translation
plays a key role in making Scripture more accessible.

9 languages have a full Bible translation. 
12 languages only have the New Testament. 
3 languages have only portions of Scripture.
Another 3 remain completely without a single translated verse

This translation gap leaves some communities without access to the Bible in
their heart language, highlighting an urgent need for continued translation
efforts.

Full Bible (9)

New Testament (12)

Portions of Scripture (3)

No Translation (3)

Spoken Languages with
Believers in Cuba

Bible Formats for Diverse Needs



The need for Bibles in Ecuador is more than just a logistical challenge; it is a spiritual crisis. Millions of
believers long for the Word of God but do not have access to it. From isolated indigenous communities
to overcrowded urban centers, the hunger for Scripture is evident, and now is the time for the global
Church to respond. 

Whether through Bible distribution, translation initiatives, or digital outreach, we have the opportunity to
equip Ecuador’s believers with the truth and hope found in God’s Word. The moment to act is now—
because no believer should be without a Bible.

THE CLARION CALL
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The Bible Access List (BAL) and the Country Profile utilizes data from various primary and secondary sources.
Key resources include the survey data, World Christian Database, Open Doors' World Watch List files,
World Bank development indicators, and Bible translation data from multiple organizations. For a complete
list of data sources and links, please refer to the BAL Methodology available at Bibleaccesslist.org.


